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Dear Students and Families,

This is a year that will live in infamy as we have had to adjust to the COVID crisis in unique 
ways. We need to celebrate the spirit of the arts that shine through in these pages.  Here 
you will observe firsthand the imagination and creative genius of our students spilling out 
in this year’s Creative Patterns journal.  This impressive publication spans the spectrum 
of excellence in writing and the visual arts.  The impressive work presented provides an 
important avenue to recognize the commitment and dedication of a community that values 
the arts and channels resources to developing the next generation of artisans and writers.  I 
believe that you may find a future Pulitzer Prize winner or a well sought-after artist for our 
national museums right here in this publication, so guard it well. 

With pride, Creative Patterns 2020 celebrates the efforts of our teachers and students who 
have unearthed their best work to put together this memorable journal.  I hope that our 
students will be inspired by the submissions here and consider it an invitation to participate 
in future publications. 

If there is a piece that you particularly enjoy, please be sure to reach out to the student and 
teacher to share your appreciation.  Congratulations and thank you to all the students who 
were willing to share their talents in Creative Patterns 2020. 

Sincerely,
Dr. Lorna R. Lewis
Superintendent of Schools

Dear Students and Families,
Creative Patterns, POB’s literary and artistic publication, provides its readers with a glimpse 
of the exceptional abilities of our students. As you enjoy the art, photography, poetry, 
letters, personal narratives, and memoirs contained within this publication, you will be 
astounded at the beautiful voices and visions created by our students. Mentored under our 
dedicated and talented teachers, our students thrive.

This publication provides us all an opportunity to celebrate the creative process, the 
commitment, and the outstanding talents of our students. Working as partners with their 
teachers, these authors and artists exemplify that the arts and humanities are alive and 
powerful in our schools despite the unforeseen challenges this year presented them.

Please join me in honoring the work of our students and staff. Share with us how pieces 
within Creative Patterns has moved and impressed you. Our hope is that these students 
continue to share their talents with us and our world.

Congratulations to our published students and their teachers!

Warmly,
Dr. Mary T. O’Meara
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Devyn Rosner
Grade 10
Mrs.Verdi
POB JFK 
High School

Romy
Romy is my baby sister.

Romy likes purple.
Romy likes dolls.

I feel great about my sister.

Johan Kurtzman
Kindergarten
Ms. Castagne

Stratford Road Elementary School4



Zurie Wang
Grade 2
Ms. Frimmer
Pasadena Elementary School

My Family
I love my family.

I love my brothers.
They are silly.

I love my mom.
She washes my clothes.

I love my dad.
He cooks dinner.

They make me feel happy.

Caitlyn Moore
Kindergarten
Ms. Castagne

Stratford Road Elementary School
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Zombies are dead
Ghosts go boo

Vampires fly all over the room
Kids are t-ping all over your school

Werewolves all look at the full moon
Witches go hop on their brooms 

Mason Kolton
Grade 4

Mrs. Kunoff & Mrs. DeLuca
Pasadena Elementary School

Emma Bronnekant
Grade 8

Mrs. Goscinski
Mattlin Middle School
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Sophia Khani
Grade 4

Ms. Frimmer
Pasadena Elementary School

Basketball
I feel a leather grip on the ball,
I see a hoop down the court,

I hear a crowd cheering WooHoo!!
Go team!
5,4,3,2,1

I shoot the ball at the buzzer swish!
I taste sweet victory and we win the game,

The crowd goes wild!
I go home and eat ice cream. 

I go to bed
Quietly dreaming about today’s game

Austin Wolff
Grade 4

Ms. Kunoff
Pasadena Elementary School
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How to Get Ready for First Grade
In Kindergarten we learned…
Keep hands and feet to yourself
No grabbing things away from others
No taking other people’s things
Respect others
Be kind
Don’t look under the toilet stalls
Help others
Listen to the teacher
Don’t hurt anyone’s feelings
Always try your best
Help clean up your mess
Work quietly
Apologize
Flush and wash your hands
Don’t interrupt when someone is talking
Yay!!  We are ready for First Grade
Ms. Isaacson’s Kindergarten Class Family 
Stratford Road Elementary School

Mommy
She loves me.

She loves cars and snow.
She loves snuggling in bed with me.

And she loves watching movies with me.
I love her!

Cali Finn
Kindergarten
Ms. Castagne

Stratford Road Elementary School

Raina Noh
Grade 2

Ms. Frimmer
Pasadena Elementary School
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Calista Rodriguez
Grade 10
Ms. Elder
POB JFK
High School
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Mia
Funny, weird, kind.

Sister of Kyle.
I love my mom, dad and brother.
I feel excited about my birthday.

I need gymnastics, art and cookies (oreos). 
I give hugs, laughs and high-fives. 

I fear clowns, bats and squid. 
I would like to meet Simone Biles.

I dream to be in the Olympics as a gymnast,
A student of Mrs. Macedonio

Mia 
Mia Tisdale

Grade 4
Mrs. Macedonio 

Pasadena Elementary School



Nathaniel Lu
Grade 3

Ms. Fizzinoglia
JJP Elementary School

DORITOS
In bags of red, purple and blue 
There’s a chip I’ll always love 
A crunchy, spicy 3 sided taste 
Is a present from up above
I love the amazing, awesome taste 
So my Doritos will never go to waste
Gavin Weingarten
Grade 4
Mrs. Kunoff and Mrs. Deluca
Pasadena Elementary School 
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Vandita Singh
Grade 7

Ms. Holland
POB Middle School



Nicole Kyriacou
Grade 4
Ms. Fizzinoglia
JJP Elementary School

Lunch Should be Longer!
 Did you know that more than 25% of people waste money on lunch?  
Lunch in our school should be longer!
 One reason lunch should be longer is I always have to rush to finish 
my lunch.  For example, one time my mom packed me too much lunch and 
I wasn’t able to finish my lunch.  If lunch was longer, I probably would have 
been able to finish.
 Another reason lunch should be longer is a lot of people talk with 
their friends instead of eating.  Those people won’t have enough time to 
finish lunch.  For example, one time I was talking with my friend and didn’t 
realize lunch was almost over and kept talking.
 A third reason lunch should be longer is that now there’s a rule where 
you can’t get snack before 12:05 and I don’t have enough time to eat snack.  
For instance, every day I wait in line to get snack but when I’m waiting in 
line, lunch is over and I can’t get snack.
 A final reason lunch should be longer is that people want lunch to be 
longer.  According to a survey I took, 20 out of 21 students want lunch to be 
longer.
 These are some reasons lunch should be longer. Let’s make lunch 
longer together! Brandon Fitzgerald

Grade 3
Ms. Shrage and Mrs. Steinberg

Pasadena Elementary School
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Basketball
Basketball feels like a grippy basketball flying out of my hands 
Basketball looks like a series of incredible moves on a court
Basketball smells like a bunch of sweat plopping
Basketball sounds like a buzzer going off the end of a game
Rahat Ahmad
Grade 4
Mrs.Kunoff and Mrs. Deluca
Pasadena Elementary School

Let Kids Choose Their Classes
 Would you like to be lonely for a year?  I would not for sure!  I 
believe that kids should be able to pick their friends in their classes each 
year.
 One reason you should be able to choose your friends in your 
classes is that you make really good friendships in your class and you 
want to keep those friendships.  According to Google, studies show that 
friendships reduce stress.  According to a survey I took at a 3rd grade 
classroom at Pasadena, 20 out of 21 students said we should choose our 
own classroom with our own friends.
 Another reason kids should be able to choose their friends in their 
classes is because kids feel lonely when your friends are in other classes.  
For example, when I was not in my friend’s class, I got bullied.
 A third reason is that students can struggle socially and it can 
make other friends feel bad about each other.  For instance, if feels 
like nobody understands them.  So, if you want kids to be happy, stop 
putting kids in silly classes. Gabriella Braico

Grade 3
Ms. Shrage and Mrs. Steinberg

Pasadena Elementary School

Isabella Eagle
Grade 3

Ms. Frimmer
Old Bethpage Elementary School
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What Emoji Would I Be?
My emoji would be a tree.  I know that sounds weird, but if you read this, I 
think you will understand.  First of all, I love nature!  Plants, animals, I love 
it all.  I think a tree represents plants because, well a tree is a plant.  But it 
represents animals too, because most animal’s food comes from trees one 
way or another.  (Except if it’s a marine animal.)  And some animals such 

as squirrels, chipmunks, all birds, and monkeys, live in trees.  I like all those 
animals very much.  But most importantly, most trees are beautiful.  If you 

don’t know what trees I’m talking about, look out the window.  Most people 
look at trees and just think: “Oh it is a tree.” But think about how trees 

are made.  They start out as a seed and they usually grow taller than your 
house!  That is a great lesson.  These are the reasons why I would be a tree.

Harper Vejack
Grade 4

Mr. Matassa
Old Bethpage Elementary School

Angelica Mosca
Grade 11
Mrs. Beinlich
POB JFK High School
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Julia Thomas
Grade 3

Ms. Shrage and Mrs. Steinberg
Pasadena Elementary School

Stop Littering
Do you want animals to die? Do you want our world to get air polluted? 
Imagine a world with garbage everywhere.  Do you want to live in that 

world?  If you don’t, STOP LITTERING!  According to a survey I took, 21 out 
of 21 students in my class agreed that littering should be illegal.  I hope you 

agree!
 One reason you should stop littering is because animals die!  

According to Google, 1.9 billion tons of garbage ends up in the ocean.  
Imagine if all the sea animals died.  That would be HORRIBLE!  If you don’t 
think animals could die because of us humans littering listen to this story.  

One time a man was walking his cat.  The cat saw some garbage and almost 
ate the garbage!  Luckily the owner stopped the cat before the cat ate the 

garbage.  According to Google, about 20,000 animals die because of people 
littering.  Do you want that to happen?

 Another reason we should stop littering is it hurts the environment.  
According to Google litter damages areas where we live, work, and play.  
It’ll be smelly if there’s garbage.  According to Google.com, hazardous 

chemicals can leak out of the litter and pollute the soil and water bodies 
located nearby.  That sounds really bad!

 Therefore, if you see garbage on the floor instead of leaving it there, 
throw it in the garbage can.

STOP LITTERING!!!

Hannah Sahn
Kindergarten
Ms. Fizzinoglia
JJP Elementary
School14



Lauren Park
Grade 4
Mrs. Kunoff and Mrs. DeLuca
Pasadena Elementary School

Hailey Fox
Grade 10

Mrs. Beinlich
POB JFK High School

Madeline Newman
Grade 1

Ms. Holden
Stratford Road Elementary School

Lauren
Active, not normal, quiet
David (Not David Kim)
Daughter or Julie and Daniel
Who loves swimming, guinea pigs, and memes
Who feels weird about chocolate mustaches 
Who needs air, water, and swimming
Who gives food, pencils, and friendship
Who fears of dying, drowning, and caterpillars
Who’d like to see Antarctica one day 
Who dreams of flying 
A student of Mrs. Kunoff and Mrs. DeLuca
4th grade
Pasadena Elementary School
#Whisper
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William Klaff
 Grade 4

 Mrs. Kunoff and Mrs. DeLuca
 Pasadena Elementary School

Jordana Groveman
Grade 12
Mrs. Beinlich
POB JFK High School

Elsa Yu
Kindergarten

Ms. Holden
Stratford Road Elementary
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Baseball             
When I pick up a leather glove and a bat
It makes me smile
I see sunflower seeds
All over the dugout floor
When I hit a home run I can’t hear the ball  
All I can hear are the people cheering on 



Winter
Winter starts in December.  It’s very cold.  Snowflakes are falling without a 

sound.  People are building a snowman with the cold white snow.

Children are throwing snowballs outside.  The snow is very cold, soft and 
wet, and heavy on my shovel.

The wind is very strong and loud.  It is making us shiver.

Everyone wears a warm coat, soft mittens, a fuzzy scarf, a winter hat, and 
cozy boots. 

Hot chocolate and a nice fireplace help to keep us warm!
Mrs. Sigman and Ms.McGee’s

First Grade Class
Stratford Road Elementary

Christine Song
Grade 9
Mrs. Silverstein
POB JFK
High School
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Enoch Kang
Grade 1

Ms. Frimmer
Old Bethpage Elementary School
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Snowflakes
Snowflakes falling on my mittens

Coating the ground like vanilla frosting
Cars passing by look like snow-covered kittens

They fall in patterns of crystals
Twirling like elegant ladies in lace
Tickling me as they fall on my face

Their dance is so magical in the midnight sky
Whirling and twirling as they pass me by

Rachel  Koshy
Grade 4

Mrs. Kunoff and Mrs. DeLuca
Pasadena Elementary School

Abrahm Soto
Grade 4

Ms. Holden
Stratford Road Elementary School
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I wish
I wish the pollution would stop. 

I wish trees and plants would stop dying.
I wish everyone would be happy and healthy.

I wish there would be no littering and smoking.
I wish everyone would be together with their family.

I wish everyone would have food and water. 
I wish for many friends.

And finally I wish for no bullying. 
Brendan Klaff 

Grade 4
Mrs. Macedonio

Pasadena Elementary School

Soha Jhaveri
Grade 6
Mr. Iorio and Mrs. Bowden
POB Middle School20



Benjamin Lee
Grade 5
Ms. Holland
POB Middle School

Keziah Lam
Grade 9

Mr. Horton
POB JFK High School 21



Rachel Gordon
Grade 10

Mrs. Beinlich
POB JFK High School

Nicholas Bologna
Grade 9
Mr. Horton
POB JFK High School
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Spooky Halloween

Spooky costumes and decorations,
Scare the town
And bags get filled with candy.
Candy wrappers are laying on the ground.
Halloween is so much fun.

Pumpkin carving is the best.
You can carve the spookiest faces,
Take your time and make them shine,
Make faces, animals, anything you want.
Pumpkin carving is so much!

The best night of the year, it’s here,
Kids get loads of candy,
Trick or treat, door bells ring,
Candy wrappers crinkle
Kids have smiles on their faces.
Megan Tanenbaum
Grade 4
Mrs. Boyce
Stratford Road Elementary School

Jia Huang
Grade 8

Mrs. Verdi
Mattlin Middle School 23



Selina Zhu
Grade 8
Mr. Poplawski
POB Middle School

Haylie Sherman
Grade 8

Mrs. Goscinski
Mattlin Middle School24



Beautiful Night…
Beautiful night, does not give me fright

With all the stars, and the shining moon light;
I tiptoed outside, to watch the grass glide,

Besides, lay the stars, and the moon, so might and bright
That’s why I love the night.

Emma Kassai
Grade 3

Mr. Ravot and Mrs. Rocco
Pasadena Elementary School

Ashna Rao
Grade 7
Ms. Holland
POB Middle 
School 25



Leading Me at Last to My Love

If you were to see fish out of water
Would you blink to see if it’s real,

Or would you stare right into the black-
Bean-eyed fish and wonder how could

Something even look like that?

If you were to see me around the corner,
Would you just nod, or would you greet me

As if I’m the princess you say I am?

I had never fallen in love with someone until…
One day love came to me like a cloud in the sky.

No, I wasn’t expecting it.
No, I had never felt that picture-perfect-movie-feeling.

My life was the definition of dejà vu.
It repeated and repeated, but something different

Happened on this certain day.

As I was walking and watching faces stare at me
Like always, a man far far in the distance winked at me

I’ve never seen this man nor heard his voice.

But I felt this weird feeling I never felt before.
My eyes widened; my heart raced as he slowly

Turned the corner.

No, I never saw this man ever again, but his
Face stuck in my head like glue to paper.

And, yes, love came to me at last.
Melanie Sebel

Grade 8
Mr. Reinbold

POB Middle School
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Beautiful Earth
The world is big.

What more is there to say?
So many people,

Languages,
Cultures.

Too many to count.
So big that when the golden sun rises on one side, 

The silver moon shines on the other.
It’s a never-ending race. 

One is always chasing the other.
The world is big.

And parts of it are beautiful.
Cascading waterfalls,

It’s falling waters reflect the beams of the smiling sun. 
Lush forests with the silver moon,

Peeking through the arms of the trees.
Haley Brodzansky

Grade 7
Mrs. D. Curran and Mrs. S. Dubrow

Mattlin Middle School

Elijah Kim
Grade 4
Ms. Frimmer
Old Bethpage
ElementarySchool
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Fries can fill an empty 
stomach but can also fill 
an empty plummet
Ashley Jun
Grade 9
Mr. Weinstock
POB JFK High School

Why Stores Should Stop Selling Plastic!

Imagine you wake up from a nap and you are stuck in plastic!  That’s what 
some animals suffer from.  That’s why you should stop selling and littering 

plastic.

When using plastic, it affects animals too!  Once I saw a turtle’s neck stuck 
in plastic.  Do you feel bad for those cuties?  Fun fact:  it takes 400 years for 

a bottle to decompose.

It is bad for the Earth.  If we keep selling and littering, it will take up land. 

People can help!  Some people made up bacteria that eats plastic.  Please 
sign my petition!  That’s why people should stop selling plastic.

Jenna Frenkel
Grade 3

Mrs. Chin
Pasadena Elementary School

Viktor Vasic
Grade 7

Mr. Poplawski
POB Middle School
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When I Got Lost in a Cruise Ship

When I got lost on the cruise ship, I was sooo scared.  “I was looking for 
someone who could help me.  Please someone help me?”  I said!  I kept 

saying that I was “really scared! Please help me, someone!”  I looked for my 
parents but I could not find them. I was the only one in the kid center and 
I was nervous.  I finally found the helper; I was so relieved.  They called my 
parents!  My parents came to pick me up.  I was so happy that they came. I 
ran to them and gave them a big hug. They said they were looking for me 
and I said I was looking for them.  They said they were so happy to see me.  

I said “me too!!!!”  I will never walk away from my parents again!  We all 
went home happy!  When we got home, my dog jumped.  Once again I was 

so happy to be home.
Elana Alter

Grade 2
Mrs. Brosnan

Stratford Road Elementary School

Olivia Napoli
Grade 12
Mr. Jacobson
POB JFK
High School 29



Sari Bernstein
Grade 8

Mr. Reinbold
POB Middle School

Zachary Gelfman
Grade 9
Mr. Horton
POB JFK
High School
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The Weight of a Burden is More Than I Can Bear
I wish she never told me.
I wish she could put the words back in her mouth,
Weighing me down like a 10-pound brick.
I never knew what it felt like,
F 
  A
    L
      L
        I
          N
            G
I wish I could hold the weight, yet,
I’m dragging.
I didn’t realize I was drowning,
Not until I tried to swim,
Just to be pushed back under.

I wish I could forget, that my mind
Can shut it out.
A secret.
One that will forever be etched in my brain,
There, I hope it can stay.



Hockey is The Best Sport
What people need to know is that hockey is the best sport.  One reason 
hockey is the best sport is because hockey is fun.  My second reason is 
because I can skate fast.  The last reason is the sport is physical.

One reason hockey is the best sport is because it is fun.  Fun is good because 
if you are mad, you do not really want to play the sport that much.  The 
second reason why fun is good is because you want to play the sport.  The 
third reason is because it is fun to play and to watch.

The second reason is that I can skate fast.  That is good because you have 
a good advantage to the game.  Another reason is you can learn the game 
quickly and easily.  Lastly, you can beat defenders easily.

The last reason is that it is physical.  This is good because you have to be 
active.  Also, you can become an athlete.  The way all that stuff happens is 
from skating up and down the rink constantly.

Those are the reasons why I think people need to know that hockey is the 
best sport.  Hockey is fun.  Hockey is physical.  Last is skating fast.  Those 
are all the reasons hockey is the best sport.
Marco Cinque
Grade 4
Mrs. Boyce
Stratford Road Elementary School

Ramona Rathbun
Grade 7

Ms. Holland
POB Middle School 31



Popcorn is yummy
Buttery salty delight
For movies and snack

Jordana Slotnick
Grade 9

Mr. Weinstock
POB JFK High School

Mark Siebenhuener
Grade 10
Mrs. Verdi
POB JFK 
High School32



Dear Cooking
Dear Cooking,

It started with boxed Mac and Cheese.
To stirring up cookies and brownies,
To making a homemade apple crisp

To seasoning a full salmon.

One thing I knew from the start
Was that I love you.

You are like a friend
Always waiting there
Ready to hang out.

I love how the ingredients sing while they mix into exquisite flavors.
Like a bubble bursting with joy and zest

As the ingredients dance through the bowl.

Sticking with me day by day 
Through midnight snacks and sleepovers.

I’m riding the wave of spices, tang, and flavor.

I still love the boxed Mac and Cheese.

But maybe I’ll make a homemade recipe for it, next time.

Cooking is really special
Because of every time I’m cooking something,

A bright light in my heart shines brighter than the stars in the sky.

With love always,
Sydney

Sydney Monka
Grade 7

Mrs. D. Curran
Mattlin Middle School

33



Spring is my favorite
I like to play baseball then

It is perfect weather
Ava Lieberstein

Grade 9
Mr. Weinstock

POB JFK High School

Thankful
The day is here

Dad and I are making food
Yams, turkey, pear, mash potatoes

We make pies, pumpkin and apple!

I’m thankful

My friends and family sit around the 
table.

You can hear pots filled with chicken 
soup

And calm music filling the air.
We gather our hands

As we say our prayers.

I’m thankful

Kayla Kim
Grade 4
Mrs. Boyce
Stratford Road Elementary School

Deven Patel
Grade 12
Mrs. Verdi
POB JFK
High School
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Why People Should Be Kind to Animals!

Do you have an animal?  How do you treat your animal?  Animals have 
feelings just like people!  I think people should be kind to animals, instead 
of being mean to animals.  I am writing this petition to stop people from 

abusing animals.

Animals cannot talk like humans, they talk differently.  We do not always 
know how they feel.  For example, animals cannot use words to say how 

they feel.

Animals can protect people from danger.  Imagine if a person’s baby is 
caught by a bad guy, their pet can help to save the baby.

Animals show kindness and love to people.  For example, animals cuddle 
with people and keep lonely people company.  I think not abusing animals 

should be the law.

Please sign my petition to help make stricter laws against abusing animals.
Olivia Zheng

Grade 3
Mrs. Chin

Pasadena Elementary School

Su Young Hyun
Grade 10
Mrs. Silverstein
POB JFK
High School
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Cactus
Fear outside my touch.

But within, you are a jewel,
Hiding your treasure.

Grace Kim
Grade 10

Mr. Yagaloff and Ms. Sheikh
POB JFK High School

Connie Choi
Grade 8
Mrs. Verdi
Mattlin
Middle School

Daniela Iloulian
Grade 12

Ms. L. Curran
POB JFK

High School
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29
Another 4 years have past
The time goes mighty fast
An extra day to do with as I please
I could lounge around with ease
I could take on the seven seas, the wind whipping at my face
I could conquer foreign lands using only diplomacy and grace
I could turn to music and learn to play the bass
Another four years have past
The time goes mighty fast
An extra day to do with as I please 
I could cultivate a colony of bees
I could always sit around eating cheese
I could move to Alaska and try not to freeze
I could finally learn the piano’s keys
Another four years will pass
The time will go fast
I’ll be on my ship controlling the mast
I’ll want to go slow, the winds will go fast
The waves will smash and crash
Each day is my own that I will do with as I please
It’s all right there, waiting to be seized

Mark Altstaedter
Grade 8

Ms. Infranco
POB Middle School

Ellyn Park
Grade 11
Ms. Elder
POB JFK

High School 37



Don’t be disappointed with the words you never said.
You have your whole life ahead of yourself to communicate them in any
Way you feel comfortable with.
You should look forward to saying those words in the future.
Instead of regretting the fact that you thought you weren’t brave enough to 
say them in the past.
Remember to look forward to the second chances life gives you,
Instead of dwelling on the first time you missed.
Because time goes by too fast while you drown in regret,
You might miss one.
Alexandra Shapiro
Grade 8
Mrs. S. Hernandez
Mattlin Middle School

Nicole Esposito
Grade 11

Mr. Jacobson
POB JFK High School
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Good Enough

I don’t want to be the best,
I just want to be good enough.

More often than not, I feel trapped, hopeless.
I’m hopeless.

I don’t know what more I can do.
I put in all my effort and I still fall short.

I will never add up to anything worthwhile,
Because anything I do will still never be

Good enough.
Danielle Silverstone

Grade 10
Mr. Yagaloff and Ms. Sheikh

POB JFK High School

Alexa Hakim
Grade 8
Ms. Doonan
POB Middle School
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Benjamin Steinhart
Grade 9

Ms. Elder
POB JFK High School40



Let no sadness come to the heart,
Let no trouble come to these arms,

But let the soul roam free
Lucy Brown

Grade 6
Mr. Iorio

POB Middle School

Gianna Maher
Grade 12

Mr. Jacobson
POB JFK

High School

Francesca Russo
Grade 12
Ms. L. Curran
POB JFK
High School 41



100 Is A Lot
100 girls, 100 boys
All of them are sharing toys
100 moms take a bath
100 kids doing math
100 shirts being bought
100 balls being caught
100 kids riding bikes
100 people go on hikes
100 bats, 100 balls
The ref has made 100 calls
100 ducks, 100 quacks
100 kids eating snacks
100 people driving cars
I wish that I could go to Mars
100 dogs in the park
It is noisy when they all bark
100 leaves, 100 trees
100 people enjoy the breeze
100 birds flying high
I wave to them as they go by
100 boys play with blocks
100 moms wash their socks
100 hugs for 100 brothers
100 kisses for 100 mothers
100 candles in a cake
100 swimmers in a lake
100 rockets being cool
100 girls in the pool
100 people eating cheese
100 kids fall on their knees
100 runners, 100 races
100 winners with happy faces
100 sticks, 100 stones
100 skeletons…lots of bones
100 boys playing soccer

100 kids stuck in a locker
100 eyes that can wink

100 brains that can think
100 children in their beds

100 moms kiss their heads
100 bikes, 100 cars

Look up and see 100 stars
100 games I have played

100 days of second grade
100 things written above

100 hearts full of love
Mrs. Waxman’s Super Second Graders
Stratford Road Elementary School

I Love to Give
Hugs

When you give hugs,
It makes that person and you feel 

warm inside.
You can give hugs to anyone.

Also, if you give hugs, it makes other 
people feel loved

And brightens their day. 
Kylie Tong 

Grade 2 
Mrs. Brigulio

Stratford Road Elementary School
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From Vermont to Montreal
Biking around town,
Leaves rustling, red and orange.
Whoosh! Zoom down the hill

Jump into the pond.
Slowly, the waves carry you.
You drift back to shore.

Crisp paninis call,
You go back to the picnic now,
Sweating but smiling.

The fire brings comfort.
Open up to each other,
Secrets fade away.

Our destination,
We see it, Montreal. But
Don’t want to go yet.

The bittersweet truth:
Twelve dozen miles, history.
Our journey, closes.

Michael Khalfin
Grade 10
Mr. Yagaloff and Mrs. Sheikh
POB JFK High School

Johanna Kim
Grade 8

Ms. Doonan
POB Middle School 43



Derek Herzog
Grade 7
Ms. Psillos
Mattlin Middle School

Manhey Siu
Grade 10

Mrs. Silverstein
POB JFK
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Jessie Kirschner
Grade 12

Ms. L. Curran
POB JFK High School

Wet drop from above
Humming with the summer buzz

Your AC is on
Seth Popkin

Grade 9
Mr. Weinstock

POB JFK High School
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The Furious Fire of London

Three hundred fifty-four years ago,
London went up in flames.
People lost their property,
And started to complain.

It started in a bakery,
Fueled by wooden buildings.
There were no firefighters,
To put out the big blaze.

London is falling down,
London is on fire.
Thirteen thousand buildings were
Reduced to smoke and ashes.

It started in a bakery,
Fueled by wooden buildings.
There were no firefighters
To put out the big blaze.

Natalie Bessmertny
Alexa Lewis
Olivia Kung

Grade 4
Mrs. Boyce

Stratford Road Elementary School

Fatima Rukhsana Barkati
Grade 7

Ms. Doonan
POB Middle School
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I Am Thankful for Thanksgiving

Thank you
For my eyes see---

My family,
Yummy food,

Macy’s Thanksgiving parade.

Thank you
For my hands can hold---

Corn on the cob,
Soccer ball,

Hugging everyone so close!

Thank you
For my ears I can hear---

Birds chirping,
Cousins talking,

I am thankful for Thanksgiving.

Pradyun Vinay
Grade 4
Mrs. Boyce
Stratford Road Elementary School

Priya Musa-Velez
Grade 8
Mrs. Goscinski
Mattlin Middle School
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Abstract Sammy

One quiet sunny morning in the art room, Sammy was helping the art teacher get 
ready for the day.  When they were done, the art teacher let Sammy make her own 
piece of artwork.  But she had to stop because the first class was coming in.  Her 
friend Alexa was in that class so Sammy decided to show Alexa her art.  But when 
she did, Alexa laughed so hard it really hurt Sammy’s feelings that she didn’t know 
if they were still friends.  They didn’t talk to each other for a while.

Sometimes when Alexa doesn’t understand or gets confused, she isn’t the nice 
person she usually is.  Then when Sammy was walking to her locker really sad, 
with her head down, not looking at anybody, she looked up for a second.  She 
saw Alexa walking with her friend coming toward her with a rude face and her 
black hair waving from side to side.  Then out of nowhere, when a teacher wasn’t 
looking, Alexa started bullying her again and calling her mean names out of 
nowhere.  Her friend didn’t make a peep.

At the end of the day, Sammy told the art teacher what Alexa did.  The art teacher 
told her not to let it bother her and said to tell Alexa to stop and if she doesn’t, 
come tell me or another adult nearby.  When Sammy was walking out of the art 
room, Sammy felt a good, confident feeling in her stomach.

If Alexa tried to bully her anymore, Sammy knew what to do.  She would first tell 
her to stop and if she didn’t, Sammy would get a teacher.  Every time Alexa tried to 
do something mean to Sammy, Sammy would tell her you’re going to get yourself 
into trouble one day, but Alexa didn’t listen.

One day while Sammy was drinking from the water fountain, Alexa walked up to 
her to apologize to her for making fun of her artwork.  Alexa said she was really 
sorry, she wasn’t having a good week.

Sammy accepted the apology.  She knew we all have bad days.  Sammy showed 
Alexa a new piece of artwork she had been working on for the past few days and 
this time, she didn’t laugh, she said it was beautiful.  Alexa asked if they were still 
friends and Sammy said of course.  From now on, Alexa helped Sammy with all her 
artwork and they both made a beautiful piece of art together.  At the end, the girls 
showed their artwork to the whole school!  The school loved their artwork, the two 
girls felt very proud of themselves.
Samantha DiMarco
Grade 4
Mrs. Boyce
Stratford Road Elementary School
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Kittens!!!
Cats love to sleep!  

And cats love to play with yarn.  
Cats are cute too and they are soft and smart.

Olivia Marcus
Grade 2

Mrs. Cotto
JJP Elementary School

Jadyn Panchal
Grade 12
Mr. Jacobson
POB JFK 
High School

Madison B. Lee
Grade 8

Mrs. Verdi
Mattlin Middle School
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Having a Twin Rules!
Do you ever wish you had a twin?  Someone you can play with all day long?  
Someone who will always help you 24/7?  And most of all, someone who 
will do anything for you and he will always have your back!

First, you feel like you are always having a playdate.  For example, we are 
the same age so if there is a game where you have to be 10 and up to play, 
we can play!  Like a hard game 8- and 9-year olds can’t play. Also, we can 
play long games like Monopoly because we have all the time we want 
because we live together!

Next, he is always there to help me!  For example, we learn the same stuff 
in school so he always helps me with homework.  Also, when I am having a 
bad day, he always makes me smile by doing something funny like a funny 
dance!

Lastly, he will do anything for me!  Like when someone is bullying me, he 
will always be there for me!  Also, if there is one Cella left, he will let me 
have it! 

Me and Max have Twin Telepathy, I always know when he is hurt internally 
and I go get him.  When I find him, I am right and he is upset.  Me and 
Max’s relationship is like a knotted rope!  The rope represents how we stick 
together and can’t break but the knots represent our fights!  So this shows 
how much I love my twin Max!
Alexa Lewis
Grade 4
Mrs. Boyce
Stratford Road Elementary School
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Fall
Bright leaves fill the trees,
Leaves fall from the trees.

Apple picking it is fun,
Apple pie is super-yum!

Pumpkin picking it is fun,
Trick-or-treating it is also fun.

Carving pumpkins to make faces,
Jack-o-lanterns fill our faces!

Chan Youn
Grade 4

Mrs. Boyce
Stratford Road Elementary School

Winter Chills!!
Winter!  I will want to run 
outside and play in the snow 
because it is winter.  I hugged 
the snow.  I made a snowman.  
Wow!  I am cold!  The wind 
zapped by.  I fell because it was 
so cold.  That’s what winter 
feels like!!!!
Jenna Sandler
Grade 2
Mrs. Cotto
JJP Elementary School

Hailey Ferreras
Grade 8
Mr. Poplawski
POB Middle School
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